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Scope

• Government policy

• Fuel prices

• Speed limits and enforcement

• Congestion and road infrastructure

• Politics and driving
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Coalition Policy
“The Government believes that a modern 
transport infrastructure is essential for a 
dynamic and entrepreneurial economy, 
as well as to improve well-being and 
quality of life. We need to make the 
transport sector greener and more 
sustainable, with tougher emission 
standards and support for new 
transport technologies.”
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Government Road Policy
• Mandate a national 

recharging network

• Fully recognize the 
benefits of low 
carbon transport 
proposals 

• Support sustainable 
travel initiatives

• Stop central 
funding for new 
fixed speed cameras

• Road pricing ruled 
out (but HGV...) 
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Fuel Prices – Tax

• Mar 2011 - duty 
reduced by 1p instead 
of plus 4p, funded by 
raid on oil companies

• 60% tax in 2011, down 
from 66% in 2009

• www.fairfueluk.com

39.7%

43.7%

16.7%

Cost of Unleaded in 2011

Fuel price Duty VAT
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Fuel Prices – Money

Source: GoldMoney.com
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Speed Limits

• Motorway speed limit

• EU cross-border fixed 
fine enforcement

• 85th percentile?

• Political factors
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Congestion

• Why were there 
queues for everything 
in the USSR?

• What does it mean for 
drivers?

From Russian Notes - Rules of a Russian Queue
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Politics and Driving
• Factors

• Safety

• Community blight

• Environment

• Pressure groups

• Cathedral and Bazaar

• Political parties
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Policy failure
2009: satire from 
The Daily Mash

2000: Lord Whitty, 
Minister for Roads

“We must make speeding as 
socially unacceptable as 
drinking and driving. So we 
need better enforcement; 
more and better funded 
safety cameras; and tougher 
penalties.”
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Insight

• Force: the first resort?
• Compulsion fails

• Compulsion breeds resentment

• People are moral and 
cooperative

• People enjoy driving
• People respond to their 

environment
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Attitude counts

BMW: “Joy. That’s 
who we answer to.”

Peugeot: 
“Rediscover the joy 

of driving”
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Going with the grain
• Personal responsibility as 

the first resort

• A drive to make Britain 
Great – a Great British Drive

• Transformed motoring

“This is what people want.” – Mark Ryall, IT entrepreneur

“If you can turn the disillusionment and resentment the average motorist 
feels into enthusiasm and optimism you are definitely onto a winner... “ 

– Peter Frater, PFPR

“This is what people need.” – Sir Jackie Stewart
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Conclusion

• Government policy

• Fuel prices

• Speed limits and enforcement

• Congestion and road infrastructure

• Politics and Driving

• The Great British Drive
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