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Advent — Christmas in the drama of God’s plan

Note to readers

Please don’t announce the reference – it will be overhead – but read straight 
into the text.

Please pause where indicated for music.

Where indicated, please expect the music in the background.
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Prologue during worship

Psalm 98

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things; his right 
hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to 
the nations. 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all 
the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; 
make music to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, 
with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn – shout for joy before the Lord, 
the King.

Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 

Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; let 
them sing before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

�2



�
John 1 — The Word Became Flesh

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines 
in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

…

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did 
not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God – children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.

[Play Moby, God Floating Over the Face of the Waters, fading to background 
after 1 min, then out as appropriate] 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Isaiah 9 — To Us a Child Is Born

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you 
as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.
 
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that 
burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.
 
Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.
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Isaiah 7:10-17 — A virgin will give birth to a son

Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the 
patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel (which means, “God with us.”). He will 
eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose 
the right. 

But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, 
the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. The Lord will bring on 
you and on your people and on the house of your father a time unlike any 
since Ephraim broke away from Judah–he will bring the king of Assyria.”
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Micah 5:1-5

A Promised Ruler From Bethlehem

Marshal your troops, O city of troops, for a siege is laid against us.
They will strike Israel’s ruler on the cheek with a rod.

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.’”
 
Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor 
gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites.
 
He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty 
of the name of the Lord his God.

And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the 
earth. And he will be their peace.
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Luke 1 — The Birth of Jesus Foretold

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 
to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The 
Lord is with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with 
God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 

The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
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Matthew 1 — The Birth of Jesus Christ

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband 
was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he 
had in mind to divorce her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.”

[Play Agnus Dei, 60-90 seconds, then fade to background] 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[With Agnus Dei quietly in the background]

Luke 2:8-20

The Shepherds and the Angels

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find 
a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
men on whom his favour rests.”

[Play Gloria in Excelsis]
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.”

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds said to them. 

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
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Luke 2 — Jesus Presented in the Temple

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you now dismiss your servant in peace.

For my eyes have seen your salvation,
 which you have prepared in the sight of all people,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”
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Hebrews 1 — The Son Superior to Angels

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times 
and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 
universe. 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 
So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited 
is superior to theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son;
today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will 
be my Son”?

And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 
God’s angels worship him.”  

In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, his servants 
flames of fire.” But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for 
ever and ever, and righteousness will be the sceptre of your kingdom.”
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Jeremiah 23:5 — A new King

"The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a 
righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in 
the land.”

�12



�
Revelation 19:11-16 — The Rider on the White Horse

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose 
rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 

His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a 
name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a 
robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 

The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed 
in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron sceptre.” He 
treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 

On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

[Play Requiem Dies Irae]
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Revelation 21:1-7 — A New Heaven and a New Earth

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, 

“Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying 
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then 
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring 
of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God 
and he will be my son.”

[Play Sanctus]
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